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SUBJ: LABOR SEMINAR AND IC EMBASSY SPEAKERS PROGRAM 


SUMMARY: ICA-SUPPORTED LABOR SEMINAR ON "US LABOR MOVEMENT 
IN AMERICAN LIFE" WAS HELD AT VOSS, MAY 6-7. TWENTY-FOUR 
TRADE UNION AND LABOR OFEICIALS, INCLUDING THE LO DISTRICT 
SECRETARY AND PARTY CHAIRMAN AND DISTRICT SECRETARY FOR 
HORD ALAND (BERGEN), PARTICIPATED IN EMBASSY LABATT'S 
BEST SEMINAR IN HIS TIME IN NORWAY. 


PROGRAM: TWENTY-FOUR LABOR LEADERS AND LABOR PARTY OEFICERS 
PARTICIPATED IN A TWO-DAY SEMINAR AT VOSS, MAY 6-7. 

LO DISTRICT SECRETARY FINN LIEN OF BERGEN HOSTED THE 
SEMINAR, WHICH WAS SUPPORTED BY A GRANT EROM ICA. DISTRICT 
SECRETARIES EROM ELEVEN UNIONS, PLUS HORD ALAND'S LABOR 
PARTY CHAIRMAN PEDER VANGSNES AND PARTY DISTRICT SECRETARY 
MS. VIGDIS RAVNOEY, WERE ALSO PRESENT. 

THE THEME OF THE SEMINAR WAS "US LABOR MOVEMENT 
IN AMERICAN LIFE." EMBASSY LAB ATT INTRODUCED THIS 
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SUBJECT WITH A SPEECH ON THE HISTORY OE THE AMERICAN 
LABOR MOVEMENT, EOLLOWED BY A DESCRIPTION OF THE ROLE 
OF AMERICAN UNIONS IN POLITICS. THE DISCUSSION WAS 
AUGMENTED BY A SHOWING OF THE FILM "THE INHERITANCE," 
WHICH WAS WELL RECEIVED, AS ALWAYS. LABATT'S LATTER 
SUBJECT WAS OE PARTICULAR INTEREST TO THE PARTICIPANTS, 
WHO, LIKE OTHER EUROPEAN UNIONISTS, REMAIN CURIOUS ABOUT 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


THE ABSENCE OF A LABOR OR SOCIAL DEMOCRATIC PARTY IN 
THE US. THE EMBASSY'S FSL LABOR SPECIALIST SPOKE TO THE 
SEMINAR ON TWO SUBJECTS, THE US SOCIAL SECURITY SYSTEM 
AND ON COLLECTIVE BARGAINING. 

COMMENT: THE BERGEN SEMINAR WAS IN EVERY WAY THE BEST 
THAT THE CURRENT LABATT HAS CONDUCTED, BOTH IN TERMS OF THE 
HIGH-LEVEL DISCUSSIONS, AND THE QUALITY OF THE PARTICIPANTS, 

ALL REGIONAL LEADERS OF KEY UNIONS IN THE INDUSTRIAL 
AREA SURROUNDING NORWAY'S SECOND CITY. THIS TYPE OF 
PROGRAM CONTINUES TO BE EXTREMELY USEFUL TO THE EMBASSY AND 
THE LABATT IN ESTABLISHING CONTACT WITH LOCAL LEADERS IN 
VARIOUS REGIONS OF NORWAY. THE VOSS SEMINAR, FOLLOWING 
THE STAVANGER SEMINAR IN SEPTEMBER 1977, WAS THE SECOND 
OF FY 1978. ONE MORE SEMINAR IS PLANNED FOR FINNMARK, 

NORWAY'S NORTHERNMOST REGION, IN SEPTEMBER 1978. 

SPEAKING ENGAGEMENTS; AMERICAN STUDIES PROGRAM: ON 
THE SAME TRIP, THE LABATT, ASSISTED BY FSL LABOR SPECIALIST, 

SPOKE ON THE AMERICAN LABOR MOVEMENT TO THE ENGLISH 
STUDENTS OF THE BERGEN TEACHERS' COLLEGE. THE PROGRAM 
WAS WELL RECEIVED. ON MAY 10, LABATT DISCUSSED LABOR, 

POLITICAL, AND SOCIAL DEVELOPMENTS IN THE US WITH 12 
GRADUATE STUDENTS OF THE UNIVERSITY OF BERGEN'S AMERICAN 
STUDIES PROGRAM. TWENTIETH CENTURY SOCIAL DEVELOP- 
MENTS WERE RELATED TO STUDENTS'S WORK IN AMERICAN LITERATURE, 
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PARTICULARLY INVOLVING THOSE AUTHORS DEALING WITH SOCIAL 
THEMES LIKE DOS PASSOS, STEPHEN CRANE, UPTON SINCLAIR, 

JACK LONDON, JAMES AGEE, AND OTHER. THE BERGEN STUDENTS 
WERE MOST IMPRESSIVE, BOTH IN BACKGROUND AND IN INTEREST 
IN US SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT. 
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